
The policing profession is supported by  
a growing number of higher education 
courses leading to a recognised 
qualification. Police National Legal 
Database (PNLD) provides the legal 
foundation for students aspiring to be 
the next generation of police officers and 
underpins what they do and how they do it.

Taking a key role in educating the police 
officers of tomorrow is Canterbury Christ 
Church University who work in close 
collaboration with Kent Police through their 
BSc (Hons) Policing / Police Studies (Pre-
service) course.

This degree aims to prepare students 
for a police career by developing their 
knowledge and understanding of police 
practices and procedures. PNLD is a 
crucial resource in ensuring students gain 
access to relevant legislation together with 
clear explanations and guidance written in 
everyday language to assist the reader.

Bob Underwood is a Lecturer in Policing 
in the Department of Law and Criminal 
Justice Studies at Canterbury Christ 
Church University. He is one of the authors 
of Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing 
Students and a former police officer who 
has 30 years’ service with Kent Police.

Bob’s former career in the force meant that 
he was already very familiar with PNLD 
as an information resource when he took 
up his post at the university. Bob has 
championed its use, as he fully appreciated 
how it would provide substantial benefits 
for students just beginning to study criminal 
law. Bob explained:

“PNLD is ideal for students because it is 
easy to use, contains clear explanations 
and guidance and is produced in an 
accessible format for students. 

Another big benefit is that PNLD is kept up 
to date. The law is constantly changing and, 

PNLD’s legal database has long been used to support the training of police 
officers within their force. An increasing number of students are now 
choosing to study policing before applying to join the police service.
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PNLD promotes greater learning for students

PNLD is the right choice to 
support policing studies

however good a legal textbook is, inevitably it 
is quite soon out of date.”

Canterbury Christ Church University



The police service nationally has relied upon PNLD’s legal database 
for support, training and advice for over 20 years. 

To assist subscribers, PNLD’s team of highly qualifi ed Legal Advisers 
research the law for changes. They ensure that new legislation and 
crucial amendments to the database are made immediately. This 
makes applying the law much more straightforward for police offi  cers 
and makes life easier for students.

One of the features which makes PNLD stand out from other 
resources is the succinct format of its case summary documents. 
Rather than simply reproducing transcripts and the judge’s summing 
up of the case, PNLD condense the circumstances, detail the 
outcome and then explain the reasoning behind the Court’s decision. 
The case citation is also provided so further research can be carried 
out if required.

The University uses PNLD to meet its training needs. Bob draws 
on individual case summaries on PNLD. One such case, Collins 
vs Wilcock 1984, considers the ‘generally accepted standard of 
conduct’ where an assault or battery is alleged. At the end of the 
input on a legal topic, Bob creates documents as lecture based 
tasks, in this instance regarding assaults and injuries.

“Students are encouraged to assume the role of 
prosecution and defence, arguing their cases as if they 
are in court. The use of case law reinforces the students’ 
understanding of the primary legislation surrounding the 
subject. During their research in this exercise students 
enhance not only their legal knowledge but also their 
ability to interrogate the database. This results in greater 
learning of the topic.

PNLD is an excellent resource for my students. The 
system enables them to fi nd the answers for themselves 
and they gain confi dence and independence as they 
learn. Those who achieve their ambition to become 
police offi  cers will already be experts with one of the main 
computer systems they will need to master.”

Bob Underwood

“An excellent resource! The system 
enables students to research the answers 
for themselves - they gain confi dence and 

independence as they learn”
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