
Two members of the PNLD team have received a Chief Superintendent’s commendation for their assistance with a legal 
query that resulted in two men being jailed over a terrifying attempted robbery, which caused the death of the victim.

In March 2023, the West Yorkshire Police (WYP) Homicide and Major Enquiry Team began an investigation – Operation 
Pemberton. The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) initially only authorised a charge of attempted robbery. They advised that 
the offence of manslaughter by an unlawful and dangerous act could not be sufficiently evidenced.

The Officer in Charge (OIC) from WYP approached the team at PNLD for expert legal advice on the case.

The circumstances were considered by PNLD Legal Manager, Nicola Robinson, and PNLD Legal Adviser, Shelley Gregory. On 
consultation of the relevant case law (specifically R v M [2012] EWCA Crim 2293), the team at PNLD formed the opinion that 
consideration could be given to the offence of ‘manslaughter by an unlawful and dangerous act’. 

Both males were initially charged with attempted robbery and, following discussion with the CPS, where the legal advice 
provided by PNLD was put forward, they agreed that there was sufficient evidence to add a charge of manslaughter. 
Manslaughter charges were added to the indictment for both males at Leeds Crown Court. At a hearing in July 2023, both 
males pleaded guilty to attempted robbery and at a later hearing in September 2023, both males entered guilty pleas to the 
manslaughter charges.

One male was sentenced to nine years and nine months imprisonment for 
manslaughter with a concurrent term of seven years and six months for 
attempted robbery. The second male was sentenced to nine years imprisonment 
for manslaughter with a concurrent sentence of five years and seven months for 
attempted robbery.  

reference, research, reassurance

As a criminal justice professional, we know how vital it is to apply the law appropriately. Knowing precisely 
what you can do in pursuing an investigation but equally as important, what you cannot do. PNLD will help to 
support you in making those challenging decisions.

97 Northgate | Wakefield West Yorkshire | WF1 3DD
pnldmarketing@westyorkshire.police.uk

 
www.askthe.police.uk | www.pnld.co.uk

PNLD assist in the conviction of a terrifying attempted robbery and manslaughter



When asked about the case, PNLD Legal Manager, Nicola Robinson stated “PNLD 
is regularly approached by the forces for assistance with a wide range of criminal 
cases, and our Legal Advisers do an invaluable and excellent job of locating and 
interpreting the relevant statutory provisions and case law, to provide specialist 
criminal law advice to those officers. 

However, it is not often that we are made aware of the results of those cases, 
once the investigation is complete. As such, I’m delighted to hear that our 
advice brought about such a positive result in this case, particularly given the 
seriousness of the offence involved. I’m really pleased that the legal guidance and 
advice that PNLD supplied made a difference to the outcome and to all those 
involved.”

A communication from West Yorkshire Police regarding the ruling can be found 
here. 
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Versatile

PNLD is more than just a 
database, its’ a complete 
service vital to complement 
your busy and professional 
lifestyle.

Other products & services

PNLD - free access for police 
officers, staff and volunteers 
Access the legal database as 
part of the force subscription, 
from any personal device 
at no additional cost to the 
individual.

www.askthe.police.uk and 
app - your policing questions 
answered.

Definitions and Points to 
Prove containing helpful 
guidance on the 50 most 
frequently charged offences.

PNLD’s Criminal Law 
Conference 
Highly respected criminal law 
conference that provides a 
comprehensive update on 
new and amended legislation 
from a selection of eminent 
key speakers.

Suite of Blackstone’s Policing 
Handbooks
Police Operational Handbook
Counter-Terrorism HandbookA national organisation governed by West Yorkshire Police
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